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APPLICANT: Melissa F. Durham PETITION No.: V-24

PHONE: 678-595-4335 DATE OF HEARING: 05-09-2018

REPRESENTATIVE: Melissa F. Durham PRESENT ZONING: RA-6

PHONE: 678-595-4335 LAND LOT(S): 597
Sharon E. Toothman and Melissa 16

TITLEHOLDER: 1.0 DISTRICT:

PROPERTY LOCATION: Atthe western terminus of SIZE OF TRACT: 0.21 acres

Baramore Oaks Court, west of Baramore Oaks Lane COMMISSION DISTRICT: 3

(2000 Baramore Oaks Court).

TYPE OF VARIANCE: Allow two separate accessory structures to the side of the principal structure (shed #1

on the north side of the house and shed #2 on the south side of the house).

OPPOSITION: No. OPPOSED PETITION No. SPOKESMAN

BOARD OF APPEALS DECISION

APPROVED MOTION BY
REJECTED SECONDED
HELD CARRIED

STIPULATIONS:
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COMMENTS

TRAFFIC: This request will not have an adverse impact on the transportation network.

DEVELOPMENT & INSPECTIONS: This property has an expired basement finish permit
2013-007937 issued on 9-23-2013. They will need to clear up this permit. Also have an expired HVC
replacement permit 2009-005060 issued on 07-15-2009. This one will need to be cleared up also. An
inquiry 2017-00556 was made on 08-29-2017 at this time the structure was not attatched to the home
and was not required to have a permit because it was less than 200 square feet.

SITE PLAN REVIEW: No comments.

STORMWATER MANAGEMENT: No adverse stormwater management impacts are anticipated.
HISTORIC PRESERVATION: No comments.

DESIGN GUIDELINES: No comments.

CEMETERY PRESERVATION: There is no significant impact on the cemetery site listed in the
Cobb County Cemetery Preservation Commission's Inventory Listing which is located in this, or
adjacent lot.

WATER: No comments.

SEWER: Shed #1, the patio and rear wall are inside the sewer easement, in violation of County Code
122-123. The house is within the 10’ rear easement setback, in violation of County Code 122-123.



APPLICANT: Melissa F. Durham PETITION No.: V-24

skt sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk skt sk sk sk sk sk sk skeosk sk skt sk skeosk sk skt sk skoske skt skt sk skt sk skt sk skt sk skt sk skt skt skoskeosk skt skt skoskosk skt skokeoskoskok skok

FIRE DEPARTMENT: No comments.
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E@EW ication for Variance

Cobb County

18 L’J
FEB 2 0 20 (type or print clearly) Application No. /\/' l/
MM, DEV. AGENGY Hearing Date: 5 27 Dol %/

08B CO.C
zON\NGDNlSlON

Applicant N'\éha?aj Duchamn  Phone # (518, 549. Y335 E-mail \I\ﬂewd'fmaama Deol. cout

Jussscu EN %rham Address _Q 000 Baramore Daqis Ct Mangt(m, cA D006I-

(representatlve $ name, (street, city, state and zip code)
i),/)/ W N”“m’i
1§/ ( j; Phone £ 6%5 45%'/) E-mail\§ Q¢ o o Topi #50, Yo
\ - % -';X\ g N e

(representative’s signaturg) -

My commission expires: éf/ /5 / 201 9

Si A < , .
Q :

N |2 é (ﬁac ddjtional 51gnatures if needed) (street cxty state and zi
S < % ,%”%V\jao Ca(lioov \raf\ Aian etﬁat_»° é} 3
) 5\ . - Signeg, sealed and delivered jn presencg: § AR n,‘.. <2
=> ’ - 3 o OTARL &% z
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L Subscribed an swom before me on “Zzbz o/ ¢ / “:Notiry Puplig© § X
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" AN N
70 wHemt 'V"‘ U—;@ %80 L Rt O S
lf u&@&%@g‘bf Property QA {Notary Signature) ,4*",:9 OOIIMT‘LC;;‘\\

“ W
Location _2000 Barambce Qaks C4. Macietta . €A 20069 Pepgseat

(street address, if applicable; nearest 1ntersect10n etc.)

Land Lot(s) "*?3) O 661'4 District__ Ve Size of Tract D .2\ 5 Acre(s)

Please select the extfaordinary and exceptional condition(s) to the piece of property in question. The
condition(s) must be peculiar to the piece of property involved.

Acce
Size of Property ). 21 ,’2 Shape of Property Topography of Property Other
Does the property or this request need a second electrical meter? YES NO -/ .

The Cobb County Zoning Ordinance Section 134-94 states that the Cobb County Board of Zoning Appeals must
determine that applying the terms of the Zoning Ordinance without the variance would create an unnecessary
hardshlp Please state what hardship would be created by following the normal terms. of the orj_h)nance
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code 20v7 -08q93
Application for | ani |© Cobb County
oec. 13494 Melissa E. Durhse

2000 Baramore Oaks Court Manetta GA 300¢ 2“"

FEB 2 0 2018

Thank you for your time & consideration regarding application for variance, & our request to keep tsg&a
existing lean-to shed in its current location. | am not only a Cobb County Resident, but:flaw g n@af Cobb

' Hospital, & graduated with honors from Osborne High School in 1996. | am proud of this c:fy, gx the rules we
hold in order to maintain order & keep us all safe. My parents are also retired Cobb County Educators. My
mother, Sharon, & | own this property together.

We have included paperwork showing that we submitted an ARC form to our HOA Board in May 2017 & received
approval for 2 proposed sheds. Once approved, we moved forward with choosing a company & building (on site)
a small half shed on the side of our home. You can see with pictures that it is placed behind an existing tree that is
in full bloom 80%+ of the year. It also conceals our trashcans. In addition, we used Hardie Siding, the same color
paint as our home, & Matching Architectural Shingles.

DRAINAGE:

Our property backs up to a Natural Water Easement. Although the second shed was approved by my HOA, we
have placed this on hold, as our backyard floods due to the County Water easement that overflows into the
majority of our yard. (I have included photos). We have worked year after year to clean the woods behind our
home, to keep the yard tidy, to blow leaves away from the easement, etc. However, it is clogged before our
property & namely behind our neighbor Alice Smith (2001 Baramore Oaks Court). She is unable to see the
easement from her home through the woods & down the hill. The water does pour to our property from that
direction, & may actually be a request for Cobb County to clean the area, as it does not belong to the
homeowners.

Due to the water & location, there is not a truly secure place to place a shed until the water issues have been
addressed.

SAFETY: <e@ Wohd

In addition to the drainage issues, we do not feel the backyard is a safe place for a shed at this time. Due to safety
reasons, | do not want personal belongings or my children’s play equipment that can be accessed so close to a
commercial property that has had notable concerns.

Our property backs up directly to Kids-R-Kids/Sprayberry Academy (2110 Post Oak Tritt Rd, Marietta, GA 30062,
770.977.0877). It is a GIANT Metal building in our backyard. This is a part of the neglected Sprayberry Crossing
Center that has been in court & Zoning for years. We are also directly behind the Public Storage Facility at (2514 E
Piedmont Rd, Marietta, GA 30062, 678.273.2853). Another Business Directly within walking Distance into my
backyard is my Favorite Thrift Store, Liberty Thrift. We are there weekly, but | do know they employ convicted
felons to do community service loading & unloading in the back of the store, again, within walking to my home.
You can access our yard from the woods of that center. Cobb County Police records will show the number of
teens, people, and homeless who have been caught or removed from that area.

The staff at Kids-R-Kids are extremely nice & we stay in touch regularly when | see activity after hours on their
property. | have called police several times when people have trespassed to the fenced & non-fenced area beside
the building. | have sat on my back porch in the dark while men have climbed their fence to smoke or play
baskbetball. Public Storage AND Kids-R-Kids have had multiple Homeless men removed by police from the
woods, feet form my backyard. My son, has seen them during the day at times.

Now, you may notice we have a playground, trampoline & other outdoor items in the back of our home. These
are not easily removed, & they are not hiding places for a trespasser. They are also not available housing or items
that might entice someone to pose safety concern for my children. Storing regularly used play equipment would
be much safer where we have Sidewalk & Street lighting, easier access, and closer to the home.

*Please see some of the attached Alarm Records, as well as letters from the neighboring businesses.



V-24
(2018) code 2o13- o93
APPEARANCE: Exhibit
In review of Cobb Zoning Article IV Sec. 134-202 RA-b, ..are to be Complimentary to the Primary Structure.”

If you review our photos, we took great concern with this. We have made this appear as close in resemblance to
our home as possible. We added Hardie Siding Painted with matching Sherwin Williams Paint & Trim, along with
Black Matching Architectural Shingles. It is tastefully, done.

I have stood at the driveway of every neighbor, as well as 3 points on the main road nymg{oward ﬁh@ &it
cannot be seen. There is only one nieghbor who, when standing in her driveway & laoking over her fetice} Would
find it noticeable. If it is expressed the small shed is “unsightly” please note that{we live behind a ous
metal commercial building, which is far less appealing. This would have been a co |derm1 fob d @n ner
when buying the home in this location. (Photo included - of materials used & appearande.).

1. AGENCY

Gl - ~
Office Hepler even stated: “If | did not know any better, | would have thought it was part Lc‘>f yéﬂrh&ﬁ%"ft blendsin

sowell” * understand he has to site according to the law, so his quote is simply meant as an opinion. Not fact.

HARDSHIPS:

| do not like to use my son’s condition as an excuse. You will rarely hear me use his dlagn05|s as a reason, but it
does become quite important in this instance. My son, Tyler, was lagnosed with Autism in 2015. He is now 10
years old & in over 30 tests, he has proven to have dlfﬁculty with decision making, |mpuisiveness low-motor skills
& coordination. Some of these simple tasks like tying shoes, turning off lights, & closing/locking doors, are a
struggle for him. He also has very little sense of danger in many situations. He is an extremely bright student, but
these are real struggles. He is a 4th grade Student at Mountain View Elementary with Full Time IEP, Co-Taught
inclusion class setting.

- This is important to point out because this small lean-to shed was meant to give him equipment needed to work
on some of those things & therapy: Riding bikes, scooters, skateboard, sidewalk chalk, chairs, etc. These are all in
the small shed to the right side of our home. We have a sidewalk that walks along the side, & allows for easy
access to his equipment. In my opinion, it is well-placed & non-obtrusive.

Because we live in one of only 4 basement homes in the neighborhood, we are among the few on an extreme hill.
The other 40+ homes are on level lots as a 2 story home on a slab. To access the backyard, you must go around the
home, down a steep hill, and further down the lot toward the easement to access play or lawn equipment (that
would be placed in a shed). This is a problem for a child with low skills. Let us then refer back to the fact that this is
in aflooded area when it rains, & there is really not a place to put it.

In addition, we are caretakers for 3 Handicapped Parents. 3 out of 4 of our parents cannot walk well without
assistance. As with most grandparents, they love to visit & watch our children play. It is extremely dangerous to
expect them to be able to supervise my 2 children down a large hill & to watch or even talk them through putting
items back. | can provide diagnosis information for the parents if needed.

Since we were given warning about this shed, we have actually lost one of those parents to a battle with Stage IV
Cancer. This was heavy & ongoing through the holidays and New Year. My mother in law, also a Marietta resident,
who loved to be outside & watch the children play, passed away Monday January 8, 2018.

Lastly, regarding my son’s autism. | chose to place this equipment outside in it’s location because of some of the
challenges he has. He is able to easily get to his bikes to help with some independence. He is not frsutrated or
bothered by a hill or a challenging location. It is easier for therapists & parents to watch him do so in a closer
location. More importantly, since he has not yet mastered locking doors, & similar tasks, | would much rather
have the door to a shed left open, than the door or garage to my home. He has not proven to be able to make this
happen. | would rather the contents of a shed be emptied out, than those of my home.

Init’s location we have sensor lights & newly installed bright street lights to help us at dusk.

WE ARE RULE FOLLOWERS & WE WOULD NOT HAVE HAD THIS BUILT ON SITE IN THIS LOCATION HAD WE NOT
RECEIVED APPROVAL, FOR WHAT WE THOUGHT WAS AN HOA/COUNTY APPROVED REQUEST. BUT WITH THE
COST OF RELOCATION, & THE NEED WE HAVE FOR MY SON, WE WOULD LOVE TO KEEP IT IN IT’S CURRENT
LOCATION. IF WE NEED TO ADD A CLAUSE THAT STATES WE WILL TAKE IT IF WE EVER SELL THE HOME, | WOULD

BE HAPPY TO ADD THAT AMENDMENT, UPON APPROVAL. TWM





