
LUP-23 
(2017)



APPLICANT:    Jenna Mason & Jacquar Devin Cowan PETITION NO:                        LUP-23 

PHONE#:  404-398-5433/470-246-9445  
EMAIL:4jennamason@gmail.com/ultimatesports101@live.com                  

HEARING DATE (PC):          10-03-17      

REPRESENTATIVE:  Jenna Mason Jacquar Devin Cowan HEARING DATE (BOC):       10-17-17        

    PHONE#:  Same as above  EMAIL:  Same as above                                PRESENT ZONING:               R-30 

TITLEHOLDER:   John R. Mangham and Margie G. Mangham       

                                        PROPOSED ZONING:     Land Use Permit 

PROPERTY LOCATION:  On the east side of Mars Hill Road, and                                               

on the southerly side of Giles Road PROPOSED USE:  Art Studio/Classes and          

(4995 Giles Road)                        Ultimate Sports Fitness Academy   

ACCESS TO PROPERTY:      Giles Road and Mars Hill Road     SIZE OF TRACT:             3.083 acres              

      DISTRICT:                         20                                       

PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS TO SITE:   Single-family house LAND LOT(S):                   148                     

    PARCEL(S):                       18                       

      TAXES:  PAID   X        DUE      

 

CONTIGUOUS ZONING/DEVELOPMENT 
COMMISSION DISTRICT:    1    

                                                                                        

 

NORTH: R-30/Single-family houses  

SOUTH: R-30/Spreading Oaks Farms Subdivision 

EAST:  R-30/Spreading Oaks Farms Subdivision 

WEST:  R-30/Single-family house; Durham Middle School 

 

 

OPPOSITION:  NO. OPPOSED____PETITION NO:_____SPOKESMAN 

 

PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMENDATION 

APPROVED______MOTION BY__________ 

REJECTED_______SECONDED__________ 

HELD____________CARRIED___________ 

 

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS DECISION 

APPROVED_______MOTION BY________ 

REJECTED________SECONDED_________ 

HELD____________CARRIED___________ 

 

STIPULATIONS: 

Adjacent Future Land Use: 
Northeast: Very Low Density Residential 
(VLDR) 
Southeast: Very Low Density Residential 
(VLDR) 
Southwest: Very Low Density Residential 
(VLDR) 
Northwest: Public Institutional (PI) and Rural 
Residential
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APPLICANT:   Jenna Mason and Jacquar Devin Cowan  PETITION NO.:  LUP-23   

PRESENT ZONING:      R-30     PETITION FOR:    LUP   

* * * * * * * * * * * *  * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

 

ZONING COMMENTS:  Staff Member Responsible: Jason A. Campbell     

 

The applicants are requesting a Temporary Land Use Permit (LUP) for the purpose of operating two 
businesses from the property, an artist’s studio and a fitness academy.  The businesses will be conducted 
from a proposed 2,790 square-foot accessory building to be constructed on the site if this LUP is approved.  
The proposed building will be metal siding, two stories and will be 100 feet from property lines.  A paved 
parking lot is also planned to be alongside the building.  Each proposed business will have two employees.  
The businesses will operate 5-7 days per week from 8 a.m. to 9 p.m., but will not be open continuously all of 
these hours.  There could be up to 15 customers per day or 75 per week coming to the property.  The 
applicant also would like to have a sign on/in front of the building and at the existing driveway.  The 
applicant is purchasing this property based upon the approval of this request.   
 
   

 
Historic Preservation:  No comment.   
 
Cemetery Preservation:  No comment. 
  
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

 

WATER & SEWER COMMENTS:  

 
No comments.  Residential water account with septic system.  Sanitary sewer +/- 750’ SW in Mars Hill Road 
ROW if necessary.  Health Department approval required for continued use of existing septic system. 

 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

 

TRAFFIC COMMENTS:  

 

Recommend the driveway aprons on Mars Hill Road and Giles Road be upgraded to the commercial 
standard. 
 
Recommend both driveways be increased to a minimum width of 20’ to accommodate two-way traffic. 
 
Recommend entrance on Giles Road and Mars Hill Road be restricted to right-in/right-out. 
 
Recommend signs be placed off the right-of-way. 
 
Recommend signs be installed where it will not impede the line of sight for the driveways or roadways. 

 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

 SITE PLAN REVIEW SECTION COMMENTS:      

 
The property owner will be required to obtain a Land Disturbance Permit if there are any staff comments or 
approval stipulations which require any type of site modifications (fencing, landscaping, curb/gutter & 
sidewalk installation, etc.). 



APPLICANT:  Jenna Mason  & Jacquar Devin   PETITION NO.:   LUP-23 

PRESENT ZONING:  R-30      PETITION FOR:  LUP 

* * * * * * * * * * * *  * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

FIRE COMMENTS:  

 
* * * * * * * * * * * *  * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

C/O: Plans must be submitted to the Cobb County Fire Marshal’s Office to initiate the Certificate of 
Occupancy process. 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



APPLICANT: Jenna Mason & Jacquar Devin Cowan PETITION NO.:  LUP-23 
 
PRESENT ZONING: R-30 PETITION FOR:   LUP 
 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

STORMWATER MANAGEMENT COMMENTS 

                                                                                        

Site grading plan approval by Stormwater Management required prior to permitting. 



 
 

STAFF RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

 

LUP-23 JENNA MASON AND JACQUAR DEVIN COWAN  

 
 
There are twelve criteria that must be considered for a Temporary Land Use Permit. The criteria are below in 
italics, with the Staff analysis following in bold. 

 
(1)  Safety, health, welfare and moral concerns involving the surrounding neighborhood. 

This request may affect the safety, health or welfare of the surrounding properties due to 

the use of two customer-based businesses being added to this mainly residential area. 

 
(2) Parking and traffic considerations.  

The applicant proposes a parking lot along with a new 2,790 square-foot accessory building 

to house the two businesses. 

 

(3) Number of nonrelated employees. 
The two businesses will have two employees each. 

 
(4) Number of commercial and business deliveries. 

The applicant has indicated there will be no commercial deliveries for the proposed 

businesses. 

 
(5)  The general presumption of the board of commissioners that residential neighborhoods should 
       not allow noncompatible business uses. 

Staff feels the proposed 2,790 square-foot building and adding two businesses to this 

residential property will not be compatible with this area. 

      
(6) Compatibility of the business use to the neighborhood. 

This request would not be compatible with adjacent and adjoining residential uses. Nearby 

properties include two schools, single-family houses on large lots and low density residential 

subdivisions. 

 
(7) Hours of operation. 

The hours of operation will be five to seven days per week from 8 a.m. until 9 p.m., although 

the applicant has indicated the businesses will not be open continuously during those hours. 

 
(8) Existing business uses in the vicinity. 

There are no business uses in the immediate vicinity.  The closest business uses are further 

north on Mars Hill Road at its intersection with Cobb Parkway. 

 
(9) Effect on property values of surrounding property. 

This request could have an effect on property values by introducing a use that is not 

compatible with the adjoining residential uses. 

 

(10)Circumstances surrounding neighborhood complaints. 
This request is not the result of a complaint from the Code Enforcement Division. 



 

 

 

 

LUP-23 JENNA MASON AND JACQUAR DEVIN COWAN (Continued)  

 

 

 

(11)Intensity of the proposed business use. 
Staff believes the proposed addition of a 2, 790 square-foot accessory structure along with a 

parking lot and two businesses will be too intense for this area.  

 
(12)Location of the use within the neighborhood. 

The subject property is located in the Spreading Oaks Farms subdivision and is in the Very 

Low Density Residential (VLDR) land use category, surrounded by other single-family 

residential uses and two schools. 

 

 
 
Based on the above analysis, Staff recommends DENIAL. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The recommendations made by the Planning and Zoning Staff are only the opinions of the Planning 

and Zoning Staff and are by no means the final decision.  The Cobb County Board of Commissioners 

makes the final decisions on all Rezoning and Land Use Permits at an advertised public hearing. 
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