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APPLICANT:    Municipal Communications, LLC and PETITION NO:                      SLUP-14     

                        Dr. J Enterprises, LLC     770-329-4364 HEARING DATE (PC):          12-03-13     

REPRESENTATIVE:  Garvis L. Sams, Jr.     770-422-7016 HEARING DATE (BOC):       12-17-13      

                                    Same, Larkin & Huff, LLP PRESENT ZONING:               R-20

TITLEHOLDER:  Hurt Road Baptist Church, Inc.       

                                               PROPOSED ZONING: ���Special Land

PROPERTY LOCATION:  South side of Hurt Road, west of                                             Use Permit

Marcela Drive PROPOSED USE:  Wireless Communication    

(17 Hurt Road).                                          Tower and Antennas  

ACCESS TO PROPERTY:    Hurt Road SIZE OF TRACT:                  4.639 acres         

      DISTRICT:                             17                      

PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS TO SITE:   Church LAND LOT(S):                       195, 238           

     PARCEL(S):                            14, 35                  

      TAXES:  PAID  X  DUE

CONTIGUOUS ZONING/DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION DISTRICT:   4   

                                                                                        

             NORTH: Smyrna City Limits             

 SOUTH: R-20/ Concord Village Subdivision          

 EAST:  R-20/ Sycamore Hills Subdivision      

 WEST:  R-20/ Single-family Residential     

OPPOSITION:  NO. OPPOSED____PETITION NO:_____SPOKESMAN 

PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMENDATION

APPROVED______MOTION BY__________ 

REJECTED_______SECONDED__________ 

HELD____________CARRIED___________ 

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS DECISION

APPROVED_______MOTION BY________ 

REJECTED________SECONDED_________ 

HELD____________CARRIED___________ 

STIPULATIONS:



R-20

R-20

R
-1

5

Smyrna

M
ar

ci
a 

D
r

La
nd

ru
m

 D
r

B
ro

ok
s 

C
t

Lucia Dr

Hurt Dr

N
es

sa
 C

t
Hurt Rd

Hurt Rd

This map is provided for display and
planning purposes only. It is not meant
to be a legal description.

0 100 200
Feet [

SLUP-14

Zoning Boundary

City Boundary

Site



APPLICANT:  Municipal Communications, LLC and Dr. J Enterprises, LLC    PETITION NO.:   SLUP-14   

PRESENT ZONING:     R-20     PETITION FOR:    SLUP  

* * * * * * * * * * * *  * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

ZONING COMMENTS:  Staff Member Responsible: Terry Martin, MPA    

The applicant is requesting a Special Land Use Permit (SLUP) for the purpose of installation of a wireless 
communication tower and antenna as well as accompanying ground equipment.  The tower, as proposed, will 
be a 155 foot “Concealed Monopine” type intended to accommodate up to five (5) wireless carriers.  The site 
will be enclosed with a six (6) foot high chain link fence with three (3) strands of barbed wire.  The intended 
lease site will be on the 4.6 acre site of Hurt Road Baptist Church and access will be via the church’s parking 
lot and an access easement across the existing pavement.   

Applicant’s proposal adheres to aspects of Sec. 134-273 in providing for at least three (3) users, six (6) foot 
fence plus barbed wire, FAA and FCC compliance, etc. but requests a variance of Sec. 134-273(3)(a)(2) 
which requires towers to be set back a distance equal to height of tower plus 10%.  The applicant’s proposal 
is for the 155 foot tower to be located approximately 75 feet from the nearest property line to the east.  Also, 
no landscaping is proposed of the lease area as required by Sec. 134-273(5). 

The County’s contracted consultant, CityScape Consultants, Inc. has provided an analysis that confirms the 
applicant’s demonstrated need for the proposed tower.  Recognizing that Cobb County “is now a rapid 
growth area for improved wireless services,” the consultant states that all available and provided data 
suggests the need for the proposed wireless communication tower and antenna in this location.  The 
consultant has suggested stipulations that are reiterated at the end of this analysis under “Staff 
Recommendations.”

Historic Preservation:  No comment.  

Cemetery Preservation:  No comment.  

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

WATER & SEWER COMMENTS:  

No comments. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

TRAFFIC COMMENTS:  

Recommend a FAA Airspace Study.

Recommend applicant be required to meet all Cobb County Development Standards and Ordinances related to 
project improvements. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *



APPLICANT:  Municipal Communications, LLC and Dr. J Enterprises, LLC    PETITION NO.:   SLUP-14   

PRESENT ZONING:     R-20     PETITION FOR:    SLUP  

* * * * * * * * * * * *  * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

FIRE COMMENTS:  

NO COMMENTS: After analyzing the information presented for a Preliminary Review, the Cobb County 
Fire Marshal’s Office is confident that all other items can be addressed during the Plan Review Stage. 



APPLICANT: Municipal Communications, LLC PETITION NO.: SLUP-14

PRESENT ZONING: R-20 PETITION FOR:   SLUP
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

STORMWATER MANAGEMENT COMMENTS

No comments. 

                                                                                                 



THIS

PAGE

INTENTIONALLY

LEFT

BLANK



STAFF RECOMMENDATIONS

SLUP-14 MUNICIPAL COMMUNICATIONS, LLC AND 
  DR. J ENTERPRISES, LLC  

The applicant is requesting a SLUP for the construction of a 155 foot wireless communication tower of the 
“Monopine” type and associated equipment within a lease area on the subject church’s 4.6 acre property.
The information provided and analyzed by the County contracted consultant indicates the need for such a 
facility in this area. 

Intended for up to five (5) users, the tower’s lease area will be fenced with a six (6) foot tall chain link fence 
that will be topped with barbed wire and is accessed by an easement across the church’s existing paved 
parking lot.  However, no landscaping is proposed of the ground lease area and a setback variance is 
requested as the tower is not set back a distance of the height of the tower plus 10% from the nearest 
residential property boundary.

Based upon the above analysis as well as the Site Review provided by the County consultant, CityScape, 
Staff recommends APPROVAL subject to the following conditions: 

� Lease area to be moved to location on subject property where setback of  height of tower plus 10% is 
demonstrated from adjacent residential properties; 

� Landscape plan to be approved by County Arborist for Code required 15 foot screening buffer around 
lease site; 

� The height of the tower to be no more than 155 feet; 
� The Carrier shall provide a statement of compliance with all FCC rules regarding interference and 

human exposure to radio frequency energy; 
� The applicant shall provide the County with an exact representation of the proposed monopine 

structure for approval by District Commissioner; 
� The applicant shall provide satisfactory SHPO and NEPA documentation; 
� Should any tenant utilize an emergency power generator the noise shall not exceed 70db at the 

property boundaries and any such emergency generator shall be tested between the hours of 9 a.m. 
and 4 p.m. Monday through Friday only; 

� All feed lines shall be contained within the support structure and not be visible; and 
� All antenna and feed line ports are to be sealed to prevent access by birds and other wildlife. 

The recommendations made by the Planning and Zoning Staff are only the opinions of the Planning 
and Zoning Staff and are by no means the final decision.  The Cobb County Board of Commissioners 
makes the final decisions on all Rezoning and Land Use Permits at an advertised public hearing.
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7050 West Palmetto Park Road #15-652 

Boca Raton, FL  33433 
Tel: 877.438-2851 Fax: 877.220-4593 

 
 

 

 
 
January 21, 2014 
 
Mr. John Pederson 
Cobb County Zoning Division Manager 
191 Lawrence Street, Suite 300 
Marietta, GA 30060 
 
    RE: Municipal Communications, LLC and Dr. J Enterprises, LLC Application 

(AT&T Mobility) 
 
Dear Mr. Pederson, 
 
 At your request on behalf of Cobb County, Georgia, CityScape Consultants, in its 
capacity as telecommunications consultant for the County, has considered the merits of an 
application submitted by Municipal Communications, LLC and Dr. J Enterprises, LLC 
(“Applicant”) on behalf of AT&T Mobility (“Carrier”) to construct a new one hundred fifty-five 
(155) foot Concealed Monopine type support structure.  The facility is intended to accommodate 
the antennas of up to five (5) wireless service providers, see figure 1.   The proposed facility will 
be owned by Municipal Communications, LLC and Dr. J Enterprises, LLC on property owned by 
Hurt Road Baptist Church, Inc. which is located at 17 Hurt Road in Cobb County, see figure 2.    
AT&T is the initial tenant for this proposed location which qualifies the application to be 
considered under the federal guidelines of the Telecommunications Act of 1996.  AT&T is in the 
process of developing approximately 46,000 new facilities during this current build cycle.                                     

 
The Carrier and most other wireless service providers intend to improve reliability of 

their general service and to upgrade their facilities for advancing technologies.  While much of 
the proposed growth is to continue to meet the carrier mandates of providing emergency services 
to the public the unprecedented explosion of smartphones is a greater reason for the current level 
of growth.  The fourth generation (4G) of personal wireless services is directed toward the 
Android, iPhone, iPad, Galaxy and other higher speed smartphone devices.   The intent of this 
application, along with most future applications, is to begin penetration of service into 
neighborhoods and similar places of residence.  The future growth in personal wireless services 
is directed toward the homes and apartments.  Most areas around traveled roadways and 
commercial areas have coverage, but these higher developed areas still do not have the necessary 
infrastructure which will be needed in the future.  The next generation of wireless services will 
bring high speed communications for computers and will allow direct access to entertainment 
sources emitting directly from cell towers; not only communications but entertainment sources 
such as radio, television and many other applications.  
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Cobb County’s current wireless infrastructure is approximately 40% to 45% developed.  
The future implementation of wireless services will require more sites.  The wireless industry has 
grown at more than 20% over the last 2 decades and that level will continue for no less than 
another decade.  Virtually all aspects of an individual’s life are developing into fingertip 
applications via wireless networks.  The major difference is that the overwhelming majority of 
new locations must be in the reach of the general public and where they live.   Currently all 
cellular type service is spotty in most locations in the County and to some extent in the 
surrounding counties.  

 
The County requires all new towers to have justification.  There are many methods used 

for that purpose starting with a qualified carrier’s showing of need as described in the local 
ordinance and the federal and sometimes state codes.  Cobb County requires an Applicant to 
provide the locations of surrounding facilities.  The Applicant’s submittals did list 7 adjacent 
facilities but omitted 4 others without comment which are in close proximity to the proposed 
location, see figure 3.  Upon investigation CityScape found that AT&T has current facilities at 
these 3 locations.   

 
Justification of a new facility must start with a search ring which was provided and is also 

shown in figure 3.  Within the parameters of the submittal is an acceptable distance from the 
center of the search ring a facility can be situated.  The proposed site is 0.70 miles from the 
search ring so it does fit within the Carrier’s parameters.  The Hurt Road facility will help 
provide not only AT&T but other carriers the ability to better penetrate neighborhoods.  The 
Carrier provided signal propagation maps.  In figure 4 is a representation of the current service 
level by AT&T.  The proposed Hurt Road site is identified.  Next in figure 5 it is shown how the 
Hurt Road site will help eliminate the current poor service.  The County should also note this will 
not be the final requirements in the area.  While the Hurt Road site is within the parameter 
specifications for needed improvement there remains a service void between the proposed Hurt 
Road site and the existing AT&T facility on the Verizon Tower to the southeast.   

 
Making a qualified determination for proof of need for a new wireless facility requires an 

understanding of the current conditions along with the projected network deployment concepts 
and the County’s obligations under law.  From this information and experience CityScape can 
offer an opinion and recommendations as to the validly of this application.  The federal 
government has mandated that personal wireless service provider such as AT&T, Verizon, 
Sprint, T-Mobile and others must provide qualified service to the general public.  It is anticipated 
that in less than 10 years there will no longer be wired telephone service anywhere, all 
communications will be wireless.  Not on will this type of communications be wireless but the 
majority of what is commonly wired currently will no longer be available except via wireless 
services.  The demand for wireless infrastructure is going to be greater, not reduced in the 
immediate future. 
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 The Applicant has requested a Variance regarding the setback to any public right-of-way 
or property boundary.  The Board has the right to grant this variance for specific reasons as 
defined in the ordinance.  Under Part 704 of the Telecommunications Act of 1996 a local 
jurisdiction cannot discriminate between qualified service providers.  Therefore such a variance 
should be carefully considered as it can affect future comparable applications; what is approved 
for one carrier must be approved for others.  The decision for the variance remains completely 
with the County.  The selected location on the Church property is subjective and the location on 
the property does relate to the need for a variance. 

 

CityScape recognizes that Cobb County is now a rapid growth area for improved wireless 
services.  The County will be in need of more elevated support structures to accommodate the 
future demands.  Additionally there will be more licensed and unlicensed Carrier providing 
service in Cobb County.  Both licensed and unlicensed operators are protected by the Federal 
Communications Commission, but all must utilize FCC type approved equipment.  

 

CityScape knows that this facility will operate with various frequencies which could 
interfere with Public Safety radio operations and there is a concern from the public that the site 
should not exceed allowable standards for human exposure.  It is important that all applicants 
provide compliance statement.  

 

CityScape Consultants as the wireless expert for the County has determined the applicant 
with the supporting documentation from the Carrier has met the threshold of evidence to support 
a new support structure and accommodating ground equipment  and recommends approval with 
the following conditions: 

1. The Carrier shall provide a statement of compliance with all FCC rules regarding 
interference and human exposure to radio frequency energy; and, 

2. The Applicant shall provide the County with an exact representation of the proposed 
monopine structure for approval; and, 

3. The applicant shall provide satisfactory SHPO and NEPA documentation; and, 
4. Should any tenant utilize an emergency power generator the noise shall not exceed 

70dB at the property boundaries and any such emergency generator shall be tested 
between the hours of 9AM and 4PM Monday through Friday only; and, 

5. All feed lines shall be contained within the support structure and not be visible; and, 
6. All antenna and feed line ports are to be sealed to prevent access by birds and other 

wildlife.  
Respectfully submitted, 

 
Richard L. Edwards 
FCC Licensed 
PCIA Certified 
CityScape Consultants, Inc. 
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Figure 1. Proposed Support Structure Simulation 

 

SLUP-14 (2013)
Consultant's

Report



Municipal Communications LLC and Dr J Enterprises, LLC 
AT&T Mobility  
Cobb County, Georgia 
January 21, 2014 
Page 5 
 

 
TTeelleeccoommmmuunniiccaattiioonnss  SSiittee  RReevviieeww  

SSttaattee  ooff  GGeeoorrggiiaa  
 

 

 

 
Figure 2. Facility Location 
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Figure 3. All Facilities and AT&T Search Ring 
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Figure 4. Existing AT&T Service Area (Target Shown in Grey) 
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Figure 5.  Proposed AT&T Propagation 

 

SLUP-14 (2013)
Consultant's

Report



Municipal Communications LLC and Dr J Enterprises, LLC 
AT&T Mobility  
Cobb County, Georgia 
January 21, 2014 
Page 9 
 

 
TTeelleeccoommmmuunniiccaattiioonnss  SSiittee  RReevviieeww  

SSttaattee  ooff  GGeeoorrggiiaa  
 

 

 

 
Exhibit A.  Proposed Location 
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