
SEPTEMBER 17, 2013 ZONING HEARING 
“OTHER BUSINESS” 
COMMISSION DISTRICT 3  
 
ITEM #6 
 
PURPOSE 
 
To consider granting a Special Exception for backyard chickens as recommended by the 
Board of Zoning Appeals from their August 14, 2013 Variance Hearing regarding 
Variance Application: 
 

V-78 John and Jennifer Riser 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
In accordance with a Zoning Ordinance Amendment adopted by the Board of 
Commissioners on February 26, 2013, Section 134-94(4), the Board of Commissioners 
shall consider granting a Special Exception for backyard chickens, as pets or food source, 
after approval by the Board of Zoning Appeals.  The Variance Analysis is attached for 
review. The Board of Zoning Appeals considered this appeal at the August 14, 2013 
Variance Hearing and recommended approval of the Special Exception.  
 
FUNDING 
 
N/A 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
The Board of Commissioners consider granting a Special Exception for backyard 
chickens as recommended by the Board of Zoning Appeals for Variance case: 
 

 V-78 John and Jennifer Riser 
 
 

 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
Variance Minutes and Variance Analysis  
 





V-78 (2013)



 
 
 
OPPOSITION:  No. OPPOSED _____ PETITION No. _____ SPOKESMAN ____________________ 
 
 

BOARD OF APPEALS DECISION 

APPROVED _____ MOTION BY __________ 

REJECTED _____ SECONDED __________ 

HELD _____ CARRIED _____   

STIPULATIONS:      

       

       

 

 

APPLICANT:   John and Jennifer Riser PETITION No.:    V-78 

PHONE:    770-565-5736 DATE OF HEARING:   07-10-13 

REPRESENTATIVE:   Jennifer Riser PRESENT ZONING:   R-15 

PHONE:    770-565-5736 LAND LOT(S):   392 

TITLEHOLDER:  
John W. Riser, Jr. and Jennifer G. 
Riser DISTRICT:   16 

PROPERTY LOCATION:   On the northwest terminus SIZE OF TRACT:   0.63 acre 

of Old Sutton's Way, north of Dexter Way COMMISSION DISTRICT:   3 

(3523 Old Sutton's Way). 

TYPE OF VARIANCE:    Appeal related to the minimum lot size of two acres required to maintain poultry as pets  

or food source. 

 



 
********************************************************************************** 
 
COMMENTS 
 
TRAFFIC:  This request will not have an adverse impact on the transportation network.   
                
DEVELOPMENT & INSPECTIONS:  No comment.   
 
SITE PLAN REVIEW:  No comment.   
 
STORMWATER MANAGEMENT:  No comments.   
 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION:  After examining Civil War trench maps, Cobb County historic 
property surveys, county maps, and various other resources, staff has no comments regarding the 
impact or treatment of historic and/or archaeological resources.   
 
DESIGN GUIDELINES:  No comment.   
 
CEMETERY PRESERVATION:  No comment.   
 
WATER:  No conflict.   
 
SEWER:  If the coop is not moveable/portable, it must be located at least 10 feet from the edge of the 
sanitary sewer easement.    

APPLICANT: John and Jennifer Riser PETITION No.:  V-78 



 
********************************************************************************** 
 
FIRE DEPARTMENT:  After analyzing the information presented for a Preliminary Review, the 
Cobb County Fire Marshal’s Office is confident that all other items can be addressed during the Plan 
Review Stage. 

APPLICANT:      John and Jennifer Riser        PETITION No.:  V-78 



R-20

R-15

O
c

o
n

e
e
 T

rl

Sawanee Dr

Dexter Way

O
ld

 S
u

tt
o

n
'S

 W
a

y

Oxford Way E

Dexter Way

This map is provided for display and
planning purposes only. It is not meant
to be a legal description.
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