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APPLICANT:    House Rabbit Society/North Georgia Chapter, Inc. PETITION NO:                       Z-13      

                        678-653-7175 HEARING DATE (PC):           04-05-11     

REPRESENTATIVE:  Moore Ingram Johnson & Steele, LLP HEARING DATE (BOC):        04-19-11      

                                    J. Kevin Moore    770-429-1499 PRESENT ZONING:               R-15, R-20     

TITLEHOLDER:         Mark Sayeg and Edie Sayeg       

                                        PROPOSED ZONING:        NRC
PROPERTY LOCATION:  At the southwestern intersection of                                                     

 Shallowford Road and Shallow Court. PROPOSED USE:      Rabbit Rescue Shelter 

                                           

ACCESS TO PROPERTY:     Shallowford Road SIZE OF TRACT:                   0.63 acre         

      DISTRICT:                              16                        

PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS TO SITE:    Existing house used LAND LOT(S):                         310, 339        

for rabbit rescue shelter with resident caretaker per LUP-27 of 2010.    PARCEL(S):                             12                      

      TAXES:  PAID  X  DUE

CONTIGUOUS ZONING/DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION DISTRICT:    3    

                                                                                     

             NORTH: GC/Commercial Strip Center (Across Shallowford Road)     

 SOUTH: R-15/Heatherwood Subdivision         

 EAST:  R-15/Heatherwood Subdivision          

 WEST:  R-20/Single-family House         

OPPOSITION:  NO. OPPOSED____PETITION NO:_____SPOKESMAN 

PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMENDATION

APPROVED______MOTION BY__________ 

REJECTED_______SECONDED__________ 

HELD____________CARRIED___________ 

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS DECISION

APPROVED_______MOTION BY________ 

REJECTED________SECONDED_________ 

HELD____________CARRIED___________ 

STIPULATIONS:
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This map is provided for display and
planning purposes only. It is not meant
to be a legal description.
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APPLICANT: House Rabbit Society/North Georgia Chapter, Inc.PETITION NO.:  Z-13    

PRESENT ZONING: R-15 and R-20    PETITION FOR: NRC   

* * * * * * * * * * * * *  * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

ZONING COMMENTS: Staff Member Responsible: Jason A. Campbell                              

                                                                                                       
Land Use Plan Recommendation: Neighborhood Activity Center and Low Density Residential

Proposed Number of Buildings: 1 (Existing)Total Square Footage of Development: 1,730     

F.A.R.: 0.062 Square Footage/Acre:  2,746

Parking Spaces Required: 8  Parking Spaces Provided:  Not striped out            

Applicant is requesting the NRC zoning category in order to rezone the property for a rabbit rescue shelter and 
allowing one caretaker to live at the site.  Previously, the applicant was granted a Temporary Land User Permit (LUP-
27) in 2010 and the applicant wishes to rezone in order to not continuously seek an LUP each year.  Per the attached 
minutes of that LUP, the Planning Division was directed to include the subject property in the year-end 
Comprehensive Land Use Plan/Map Amendments.  The applicant was instructed, at that time, to apply for rezoning at 
the earliest convenience for appropriate rezoning.  Applicant is now making the request pursuant to the minutes of 
LUP-27 of 2010.  Applicant is proposing the continued use of a rabbit rescue shelter with a resident caretaker under 
the new zoning category instead of a land use permit.  The house will remain traditional in appearance.  The proposed 
hours of operation are Tuesday/Wednesday – 11 a.m. until 7 p.m.; Thursday/Friday – 11 a.m. until 3 p.m.; Saturday – 
11 a.m. until 5 p.m.; and Sunday – by appointment.  The applicant has submitted a zoning impact analysis, which is 
attached for review. 

Historic Preservation:  After consulting various county historic resources surveys, historic maps, 
archaeology surveys and Civil War trench location maps, staff finds that no known significant historic 
resources appear to be affected by this application.  No further comment.  No action by applicant requested 
at this time.  

Cemetery Preservation:  No comment.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

FIRE COMMENTS:  

C/O: Plans must be submitted to the Cobb County Fire Marshal’s Office to initiate the Certificate of 
Occupancy process. 









STAFF RECOMMENDATIONS

Z-13 HOUSE RABBIT SOCIETY/NORTH GEORGIA CHAPTER, INC.   

A. It is Staff's opinion that the applicant's rezoning proposal will permit a use that is suitable in view of the use 
and development of adjacent and nearby properties.  The property is across the street from developed 
commercial properties and other commercial properties are located at the nearby intersection of Shallowford 
and Trickum Roads. 

B. It is Staff's opinion that the applicant's rezoning proposal will not have an adverse affect on the usability of 
adjacent or nearby property.  While nearby properties are zoned and developed commercially, the abutting 
properties are residentially zoned and the applicant’s proposal will remain as the use that was approved as 
LUP-27 of 2010.  The applicant’s proposal is a low intensity retail use with limited hours of operation and 
deliveries.

C. It is Staff's opinion that the applicant's rezoning proposal will not result in a use which would cause an 
excessive or burdensome use of existing streets, transportation facilities, utilities, or schools. This opinion can 
be supported by the departmental comments contained in this analysis. 

D. It is Staff's opinion that the applicant's rezoning proposal is in conformity with the policy and intent of the 
Cobb County Comprehensive Plan, which delineates this property to be within the Neighborhood Activity 
Center and Low Density Residential land use categories.  Applicant’s proposal is compatible with the Cobb 
County Land Use Plan.  The proposal will allow for a transition between existing residential neighborhoods 
and more heavily commercialized areas.  The applicant will reserve the residential feel of the property, while 
allowing this minimal impact of the adjacent neighborhoods. 

E. It is Staff's opinion that there are existing and changing conditions affecting the use and development of the 
property which give supporting grounds for deleting the applicant's rezoning proposal to the Limited Retail 
Commercial (LRC) category.  Applicant’s proposal will requests the continuance of a very limited retail use 
that was previously approved by the Board of Commissioners as LUP-27 of 2010.  Applicant is following the 
direction of the BOC in making this application for rezoning. 

Based on the above analysis, Staff recommends DELETING the request to LRC subject to the following conditions: 

� Revised site plan received by the Zoning Division on February 9, 2011, with the District Commissioner 
approving minor modifications; 

� This use only; 
� Resident caretaker to be on site to ensure safety and security of animals and property; 
� Shelter to have no more than 20 pens; 
� Signage to comply with the Cobb County Sign Ordinance; 
� Sale of products directly related to the care of rabbits only;
� No access to Shallow Court; 
� Fire Department comments and recommendations; 
� Water and Sewer comments and recommendations; 
� Stormwater Management comments and recommendations; 
� DOT comments and recommendations; and 
� Owner/developer to enter into a Development Agreement pursuant to §36-71-13 for dedication of system 

improvements to mitigate traffic concerns. 

The recommendations made by the Planning and Zoning Staff are only the opinions of the Planning and Zoning 
Staff and are by no means the final decision.  The Cobb County Board of Commissioners makes the final 
decisions on all Rezoning and Land Use Permits at an advertised public hearing. 




