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APPLICANT: Rhonda Gilbert PETITION NO.: V-58

PHONE: 770-671-1533 DATE OF HEARING: 06-11-08
REPRESENTATIVE: Richard Calhoun PRESENT ZONING: R-20, R-30
PHONE: 770-422-1776 LAND LOT(S): 73,74
PROPERTY LOCATION: Located on the south side of DISTRICT: 1

Paper Mill Road, west of Johnson Ferry Road SIZE OF TRACT: 1.9 acres
(4682 Paper Mill Road). COMMISSION DISTRICT: 2

TYPE OF VARIANCE: Waive the height of a fence/wall on lot 1 from the maximum allowable of 8 feet to 14
feet.

COMMENTS

TRAFFIC: This request will not have an adverse impact on traffic.

DEVELOPMENT & INSPECTIONS: If any portion of this fence will be retaining soil on one side to a depth of 30
inches or greater, that portion of the “fence” will require a retaining wall permit from the Cobb County Community
Development Agency.

STORMWATER MANAGEMENT: The construction of this wall has created several significant stormwater issues.
First, there is approximately 2 acres of area that drain naturally from the adjacent parcel to the west through this rear
yard that is now blocked by the wall. This runoff will either pond in the low area just west of the house or be diverted
by the wall onto the adjacent property to the south at 4651 Gateside Lane at a concentrated point. Georgia Law does
not allow the obstruction or diversion of runoff without the permission of the affected property owners. Secondly, the
interior of this walled area will impound runoff from approximately 1.88 acres. During a heavy rain event there is not
a sufficient number of relief openings provided to keep the wall from acting as a dam. The wall is not designed to
withstand the hydrostatic pressure of impounded water. Even if the height of this wall is reduced these design issues
must be addressed.

HISTORIC PRESERVATION: After examining Civil War trench maps, Cobb County historic property surveys,
county maps, and various other resources, staff has no comments regarding the impact or treatment of historic and/or
archaeological resources.

CEMETERY PRESERVATION: No comment.

WATER: No conflict.

SEWER: No conflict.
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- The Cobb County Zoning Ordinance Section 134-94 states that the Cobb County Board of Zoning Appeals must
determine that applying the terms of the Zoning Ordinance without the variance would create an unnecessary
hardship. Please state what hardship would be created by followmg the normal terms of the ordinance.
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