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APPLICANT: Sadika Tarchichi

(770) 433-0954

REPRESENTATIVE: Same

Same

TITLEHOLDER: Sadika Tarchichi

PETITION NO: LUP-6

HEARING DATE (PC): 02-07-12
HEARING DATE (BOC): _ 02-21-12
PRESENT ZONING: R-15

PROPERTY LOCATION: On the north side of Windy Hill Road,

between Pine Branch Drive and Colleen Circle

PROPOSED ZONING: Land Use Permit

PROPOSED USE: Tailoring/Alterations

(67 Windy Hill Road). Business

ACCESS TO PROPERTY: Windy Hill Road SIZE OF TRACT: 0.364 acre
DISTRICT: 17

PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS TO SITE: One story residence LAND LOT(S): 86
PARCEL(S): 37

CONTIGUOUS ZONING/DEVELOPMENT

NORTH: R-15/ Cardinal Pines Subdivision
SOUTH: R-20/ Calvary Presbyterian Church
EAST: R-15/ Cardinal Pines Subdivision
WEST: R-15/ Cardinal Pines Subdivision
OPPOSITION: NO. OPPOSED PETITION NO: SPOKESMAN
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APPLICANT: Sadika Tarchichi PETITION NO.: LUP-6
PRESENT ZONING: R-15 PETITION FOR: LUP
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| ZONING COMMENTS: | Staff Member Responsible: Terry Martin, MPA

The applicant is requesting a Temporary Land Use Permit (LUP) in order to continue operating a tailoring
and alterations business from her home. Though she states the business has been in operation for the past
eight (8) years and holds a current, valid business license, this application is a result of Code Enforcement
action. With no employees, the business is open Monday through Saturday 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. servicing
approximately 12 clients a week. The applicant has given proof of permission granted by her neighbor at 65
Windy Hill Rd. to allow customer parking on her driveway as well when needed. She also requests
allowance of one sign not to exceed 16 sq. ft. In support of her request, the applicant has provided nearly a
dozen written letters as well as numerous signatures of adjacent and nearby property owners. The applicant
has intimated that the request is necessary for her to work from home due to family medical issues.
Approval for 24 months is being requested.

Historic Preservation: No comments.

Cemetery Preservation: No comment.
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| WATER & SEWER COMMENTS: |

No comments.
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| TRAFFIC COMMENTS: |

Recommend no on-street parking.

L L I I R B A A A A R R A R A R R A R SR R R R SR R A A R AR

| FIRE COMMENTS: |

Plans must be submitted to the Cobb County Fire Marshal’s Office to initiate the Certificate of Occupancy
process.



APPLICANT: Sadika Tarchichi PETITION NO.: LUP-6

PRESENT ZONING: R-15 PETITION FOR: LUP
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DRAINAGE COMMENTS

No comments.



STAFF RECOMMENDATIONS

LUP-6 SADIKA TARCHICHI

The applicant is requesting a Temporary Land Use Permit (LUP) in order to allow her to continue her
tailoring and alterations business from her home. Stating that she has operated this business from her
residence for the past eight (8) years, Code Enforcement, though finding a valid business license, notified her
that she was violating the restrictions placed on customary home occupations in allowing clients and
customers come to the premises as well as storing materials, etc. The property is zoned R-15 single-family
residential and located within an area delineated as LDR low density residential on the Cobb County
Comprehensive Plan. However, the applicant claims that, because of family medical issues, operating her
business from home is necessary and has provided many letters and a petition in support of her request. The
request being made is for one (1) sign with an area not exceeding 16 square feet; allowance for articles,
products, and services; storage of inventory associated with the conduct of the business; and allowance of
customers on the premises. Based on the above analysis, and a strict interpretation of the ordinance, Staff
recommends DENIAL of the applicant’s request.

The recommendations made by the Planning and Zoning Staff are only the opinions of the Planning
and Zoning Staff and are by no means the final decision. The Cobb County Board of Commissioners
makes the final decisions on all Rezoning and Land Use Permits at an advertised public hearing.
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LUP-6 (2012)

Exhibit

November 29, 2011

Cobb County Zoning Division
1150 Powder Springs Street, Ste 400
Marietta, Georgia 30064

Re: Temporary Land Use Permit Application for Sadika Tarchichi’s conduct of Sadi Talloring &
Alteration from the 67 Windy Hill Road location in Marietta, GA, Monday-Saturday, 11 a.m.
-7 p.m.

Dear respected representatives of the Cobb County Zoning Division,

In submitting a Temporary Land Use Permit Application, Sadika Tarchichi (dba “Sadi Tailoring &
Alteration”) is requesting that she be allowed to continue to conduct her tailoring and alterations business
from the 67 Windy Hill Road location in Marietta, GA. Sadi Tailoring & Alteration has been in business
since the later part of 2001; and its day to day operations have had a very limited impact on the
surrounding area. This application requests variances to the 67 Windy Hill Road lot (currently zoned R-
15), which are not incompatible with the use and development of nearby and surrounding property. Note
that the limited commercial use of this property has not adversely affected the community, in that it is
limited in nature, with a low-volume client base whose comings and goings have not posed a problem to
the surrounding traffic, nor to the properties that are adjacent to this lot. This business woman is
respected and loved by her customers for her honesty, dedication and hard work, as evidenced by
multiple letters of support, which are attached as a supplement to this application. Furhermore, Ms.
Tarchichi is a single mother who must support herself and her disabled son. Finally, the county benefits
by supporting the existence of a high quality, customer backed business, particularly duning current
economic conditions.

VARIANCE

At this time, we are requesting minor variances to customary home occupation requirements as detailed
in Section 134-36 of the Cobb County Code of Ordinances. Specifically, the following is respectfully
requested:

1. use of one sign with an area not exceeding 16 square feet, which will be placed in the basement
level window facing Windy Hill Road, to include labeling such as “Tailoring and Alterations” or
equivalent, and which represents less than half the total area of the referenced window;

2. allowance for articles, products and services used or sold in connection with this business
activity,;

3. storage of inventory associated with the conduct of this business including, but not limited to,
thread, needles, bobby pins, measuring tape, sewing machines, and clothing or other articles,
products and services typically associated with this profession (i.e. different types of fabric,
leather, vinyl, etc.); and

4. allowance of customers on the premises.

Ms. Tarchichi was previously under the impression that her business operation was fully compliant with
any and all applicable rules and regulations. In seeking out a business license, which she has kept
current since it was first approved in late2001, Ms. Tarchichi's intention was to comply with legal
obligations associated with the conduct of a business. At the time of her initial application, Ms. Tarchichi
was newer to the county, speaking only a few words in English. A Good Samaritan assisted her in
completed her licensure application; however, due to unintentional oversight, the customary home
occupation limitations that were in place were not noted at the time.

In reviewing this request, the applicant’s intent to comply should be weighed heavily in your approval
consideration. Ms. Tarchichi is an upstanding member of the community, and her honorable intentions
are not left unnoticed by any party that has gotten to know her with time, whether they be her friends,
family, acquaintances or long-term customers. Short-term customers are continually impressed by her
character and demeanor, and generally speak very highly of her, often after only one visit.

1. Signage

Supplemental Letter to the Temporary Land Use Permit Application for Sadika Tarchichi Page 1of 4



Limited sign usage sought for use in identifying the location of this place of business does not in any way
serve as a distraction to motorists and/or pedestrians, nor does this otherwise create a traffic hazard.
Sign usage is limited in nature, compact, orderly, professional and discreetly located in a small window
below an awning on the subject property, whereby it may be said to neither create a distraction to
travelers nor otherwise create a negative impact on the general appearance of the area. The requested
sign usage does not lessen the aesthetic quality of the area nor does it otherwise intrude upon the
residential character of the surrounding area. Owing to the limited usage, compactness, orderliness,
professionalism and discretionary nature of the use, requested signage is a fit with the surrounding area.
For example, in addition to appearances, this usage has not previously nor will its continued existence
upon your approval impact surrounding property values, as devaluation of properties in general and
surrounding area is largely due to the decline in housing values associated with the current economic
climate. In addition, requested signage is structurally safe and sound, in that it is compact, easily fitting
against the aforementioned window at this subject property.

2. Articles, Products and Services Used or Sold In Connection with this Business Activity

Products and services found at this location are no different than those typically found at any tailoring and
alterations provider, excepting a more limited use by the applicant party. Examples of services provided
include, but are not limited to, custom tailoring for men, woman and children; clothing alterations;
mending, patching, replacing zippers, buttons and linings; and expedited turnaround. Said subject matter
does not give rise to any moral concerns, as Ms. Tarchichi has continually earmed the respect and trust,
not only of most persons that make her acquaintance (inclusive of customers of the applicant’s business
operation), but also of many clergy, both in the community and in surrounding areas. For example, please
refer to the undated letter of support authored by Bishop Paul L. Fortson in Tyrone, Georgia included as a
supplemental attachment to the Temporary Land Use Permit Application.

3. Storage of Inventory associated with the Conduct of this Business

As indicated, inventory includes, but is not limited to, thread, needles, bobby pints, measuring tape, use of
one sewing machine, and clothing or other articles typically used in this line of business (i.e. different
types of fabrics, leather, vinyl, etc.). Note that mechanical equipment used for the conduct of Ms.
Tarchichi's business is a sewing machine that would generally be considered to be equipment that is
customary for purely household and hobby purposes. The sewing machine utilized for the execution of
occupational tasks is a basic model with a simple motor, which utilizes a limited power supply. As such,
use would be no more than what is customary for purely household or hobby purposes, as already noted.

4. Customers

Allowance of customers on the premises is requested for feasibility and continuity purposes; in that it is
difficult for Ms. Tarchichi to conduct her business without receiving customers at the referenced location;
and because customer visitation in the past has not lead to any adverse impact on the nearby or
surrounding area. This tailoring and alterations establishment typically attracts no more than 2-3
customers a day. Seasonal traffic, such as Christmas or Easter, typically attracts no more than 2-3
customers at a time, and generally only increases customer volume per day by 1-2 persons at most. Note
that peak volumes at other times are generally rare. This business has always been very limited in nature,
allowing for the applicant’s support of her disabled adult son and general day to day living expenses (i.e.
home mortgage, transportation, food and water, etc.). It should also be noted that there are days when
Ms. Tarchichi does not receive any customers at all.

Ms. Tarchichi has built a core customer base that is loyal to her business due to what she offers both as a
an individual and as a business woman, dedication, honesty, hard work, and a genuine personable
kindness that many will tell you is sorely lacking in many places today. Her customers are persons of
varying backgrounds; and as indicated above, the applicant has also earned the respect and trust of a
number of clergy, persons held in high moral esteem by many in the general populace. A sample of letters
documenting customer support for Ms. Tarchichi and her business are attached for your reference. Over
and over, clientele speak with great warmth and respect for both Ms. Tarchichi and her business
operation. The positive business relationships that Ms. Tarchichi has built over and over, arguably adds
enhancement to an area of Windy Hill Road in decline during these tough economic times.

NEARBY AND SURROUNDING PROPERTIES
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From initiation, this Windy Hill Road business operation has not adversely affected the existing use or
usability of adjacent or surrounding property. It may be further argued that the existence of this business
has had zero impact on the surrounding properties, particularly as its discreet nature allows it to easily
blend into the surrounding area. Parties residing in occupied lots adjacent to Ms. Tarchichi's property are
in agreement with the commercial use that is being sought. Furthermore, though a Temporary Land Use
Permit Application is being filed, it should be noted that multiple parties in adjacent or surrounding
properties were also in agreement with a rezoning of the subject property (see the July 29, 2011 letter to
neighbors requesting their permission to proceed with rezoning of the subject property for reference). in
addition, the owner of the adjacent lot located at 65 Windy Hill Road is in favor of Ms. Tarchichi’s
continued operations of her tailoring and alterations business, and has supplied a written statement
noting her agreement with a rezoning of the subject property (see the notarized August 29, 2011 letter
authored by Blanca Sibrian for reference).

This business use is further compatible with the surrounding neighborhood, in that the applicant's
property is located within approximately 1200 feet from commercially zoned property. The variances that
are being requested will allow for a very limited commercial use of the subject property, which does not
take away from the residential character of the surrounding area. In addition, as already noted, this
business operation does not have an adverse impact on property values; and such use (as evidences
over time) arguably adds more to the surrounding area via its existence, than nearby and surrounding
uninhabited properties in decline due to current economic circumstances and other variables (not in any
away associated with this discreet, limited use, professional business operation).

AFFECT on EXISTING STREETS, TRANSPORTATION FACILITIES, UTILITIES or SCHOOLS

Note that approval of this application will in no way result in a use that will or could cause an excessive or
burdensome use of existing streets, transportation facilities, utilities or schools. The main road is wide and
spacious, and allows customers plenty of space to gradually and safely decelerate prior to entering the
subject property. Ms. Tarchichi's property is easily identifiable; and arguably will be even easier for
customers to locate with the allowance for limited signage, as referenced elsewhere in this supplemental
letter to the Temporary Land Use Permit Application. It should be noted that almost all visitors to Ms.
Tarchichi's location, without any notable exceptions, utilize the 65 Windy Hill Road lot to depart from the
premises. In her August 29" letter (referenced in the prior section), Ms. Sibrain also provides written
authorization for Ms. Tarchichi’s use of the 65 Windy Hill Road driveway at her convenience. The
referenced driveway is directly adjacent to the applicant party’s driveway, providing an easy means of
entry and exit for customers visiting the premises. Use of this means of entry and exit to and from the
subject property has almost no impact on the Windy Hill Road traffic, and allows clients a maximum level
of visibility when departing the premises. Furthermore, traffic runs smoothly without any interruptions from
the applicant’s business. Finally, this business does not otherwise have any other impact on said subject
matter, particularly any impact of an adverse nature.

PARKING

With respect to vehicle allowance, particularly as it is related to impact on traffic, as stated, this business,
which generally no more than covers the day to day living expenses of Ms. Tarchichi and her aduit son,
typically attracts no more than 2-3 customers a day on average. Within an hour, Ms. Tarchichi does not
typically have more than 2 customers at a time, with 2-3 persons at a time representing the maximum
number during peak points, as indicated above. The lot easily accommodates 34 vehicles (in addition to
two parked private vehicles belonging to the residence), leaving plenty of additional space between cars.
Availability of the driveway on the adjacent lot at 65 Windy Hill Road, whose owner has given Ms.
Tarchichi written permission to utilize the driveway at her convenience, adds an additional 4-5 spaces,
though this much additional space has never been needed for the applicant party's business operation.
Finally, the driveway space on the subject property’s lot, inclusive of the additional space that the 65
Windy Hill Road driveway can accommodate, ensures a safe, spacious and convenient parking
experience for all visiting parties, posing no interference to Windy Hill Road Traffic.

OTHER CONSIDERATIONS

This property has no reasonable economic use without the application of the above noted variances to
the existing requirements pertaining to the R-15 zoning classification, as elaborated in Section 134-36 of
the Cobb County Code of Ordinances. Furthermore, should the continued conduct of the business cease
to be allowed, survival will not be economically feasible for Ms. Tarchichi, who as indicated elsewhere in
this letter of support to the Temporary Land Use Permit Application, supports both herself and her
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disabled son, Ayman Jomaa. Ms. Tarchichi's son’s condition calls for her constant supervision and
support. Mr. Jomaa cannot be left alone for more than limited amounts of time. As such, Ms. Tarchichi has
to be able to watch him white also working, a predicament that cannot be easily accommodated by the
majority of outside employers. Please also refer to the November 29, 2011 letter supplied by the practice
wherein Mr. Jomaa receives care for his condition, Azure for Health and Human Services, LLC. With
respect to other resources to support the stated parties (i.e. state and other charitable resources), such
resources have been limited in nature, primarily consisting of limited food income and healthcare for Mr.
Jomaa. These resources do not allow for the survival of the applicant party or her son without the income
from her business operation. Ms. Tarchichi has been diligent in her attempt to obtain additional economic
assistance prior to and during this business review process, but has not had any success thus far, as the
resources of many of the charitable organizations are particularly constrained during these tough
economic times, and because she was otherwise determined to not qualify for requested assistance (i.e.
some organizations only provide limited assistance for rent, but not for mortgage payments; or, because
unemployment benefits appear to be unavailable or have limited availability for business owners such as
Ms. Tarchichi). While friends and family have recently stepped in with what support they are able to offer,
allowing Ms. Tarchichi to continue to survive for now. However, these types of support are not feasible in
the long-term; and Ms. Tarchichi may likely find herself without a home or means to survive, should her
submitted application not receive approval. These special circumstances should be weighed in your
consideration of this application, particularly given the limited nature of Ms. Tarchichi’s business
operation, whose existence has not led to an adverse effect on the surrounding area, as noted elsewhere
in this letter of support to the Temporary Land Use Permit Application.

CLOSING

In conclusion, the continued operation of Ms. Tarchichi’s business from the 67 Windy Hill Road location
will not have any adverse impact upon nearby or surrounding properties (including those that are adjacent
to the subject property), nor will it have any negative impact on existing streets, transportation facilities,
utilities or schools. The main road is spacious, allowing for smooth operation of vehicular traffic, and of
easy entry and exit from the applicant’s property. Safety of vehicular and pedestrian traffic is not
compromised by the applicant’'s business operation. The variances that are being requested will allow for
a very limited commercial use of the subject property, which does not take away from the residential
character of the surmounding area. Ms. Tarchichi is a kind, honest and well respected member of the
community. This woman has a loyal customer base, many of which are willing to provide written support
attesting to the character of this woman and to the overall quality of her business. Moreover, after making
this woman’s acquaintance for the first time, many individuals are taken by this woman'’s kindness; and
where they are customers, these same individuals become her newest loyal customers, all because of
the quality of service that she provides and a genuine kindness that is not easily fabricated. Arguably, the
applicant's business provides a positive enhancement to the surrounding community that should not be
overiooked.

Sincerely,

SS—S

Sabria A. Saleh, on behalf of Sadika Tarchichi
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